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May 14, 2018
Savannah Ma ox Named Valedictorian for Class
of 2018
Savannah Mattox, an academically outstanding student and a communications
major, has been named valedictorian for the class of 2018 at Saint Mary’s
College. The dynamic student leader (above, right, with Provost Kasimatis),
who has served as a resident advisor, a member of Saint Mary’s Bias Incident
Response Team (BIRT), and a peer mentor for first-generation college
students, will deliver her valedictory speech to more than 600 graduating
seniors on Saturday, May 26.





Prior to Commencement each year, a
series of SMC cultural graduate
celebrations underscore the
achievements of seniors in four
historically underrepresented and
traditionally marginalized groups:
Asian Pacific Islanders (API), Black,
Lavender (LGBTQIA) and Latinx.
Open to undergraduates and
graduates alike, these celebrations
allow participants to publicly thank
their families and others who





Saint Mary’s thriving undergraduate
research community was spotlighted
last month when the College hosted
the 43rd Annual West Coast
Biological Sciences Undergraduate
Research Conference. Featuring
approximately 150 oral and visual
student presentations, the April 14
conference was attended by about
300 people, including students from
40 schools across the country, some
from as far away as Alaska.
Endowed Scholarship for SMC Students from Orange County
Saint Mary’s is extremely grateful for
the generosity of alumnus Joe
O'Connor ’56 and his wife, Jane, for
establishing a new endowed
scholarship with a committed value of
more than $1 million. The O’Connor’s
desire to see the College thrive is
behind their most recent gift, which
will benefit SMC students from
Orange County, California.
Video Captures Joyful RCIA
Par cipa on
SEBA Business Idea Compe  on
Draws Crowd
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“Initiation Sunday,” a new Mission and
Ministry Center video by Grace
Haymond '21, captures the joyful
experience of 13 students who
received the Sacraments of Initiation
in the Catholic faith during Mass on
the 2nd Sunday of Easter. Students
participating in the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) included
José Malagon-Caño '21 (Baptism);
Amanda Ausonio '20, Miracle Lites
'19, Sarah Ruth Roscoe '18, and
Jacob Turnrose '18 (First Communion
and Confirmation); Christina Amaya
'20, Jazmin Claro '21, Genesis
Contreras '21, Thomasina Daleo '21,
Jaslyn Aimee Guillen '18, Joey
Lucchetti '19, Noah McDermott '18,
and Tahlia Padilla '21 (Confirmation).
The sixth annual School of
Economics and Business
Administration (SEBA) Business Idea
Competition drew a crowd of almost
100 visitors, including SEBA students,
faculty, and staff, to the Soda Center
on May 3, 2018. Five individual
groups composed of undergraduate
and graduate students and alumni
from SEBA and the School of Liberal
Arts (SOLA) gave presentations
under the benevolent scrutiny of a
panel of five seasoned investor
judges, who gave live tips on how to
dial in their work to raise capital.
Reaffirming the Core Principle of
Inclusive Community
During De La Salle Week, retired
Lewis University Theology Professor
Brother Armand Alcazar led the
student-centered discussion “Risking
Relationships: Lasallian Reflections
on Inclusivity.“ One of many SMC
events that explored “Lasallians
Without Limits,” the Lasallian theme
for the 2017-2018 liturgical year,
Brother Armand’s engaging
discussion with students explored
how biblical narratives help inform the
Lasallian core principle of inclusive
community.
SMC Breaks Ground on Student
Athlete Performance Complex
The initial phase of the Student
Athlete Performance Complex has
officially begun on the Saint Mary's
College campus, kicking off with
renovations to McKeon Pavilion.
Phase One will benefit student-
athletes and fans of the Gaels. Over
the next three-and-a-half months,
McKeon Pavilion will see upgrades to
the viewer experience as well as life
safety improvements. "This past week
has been a monumental step forward
for the Saint Mary's Athletic
Department," Director of Athletics
Mike Matoso said.
View
10/16/2018 Saint Mary's College of California Mail - Savannah Mattox Named Valedictorian, Cultural Graduations, New Endowed Scholarship, Scie…
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=038ea28ed9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1600485241391361471%7Cmsg-f%3A1600485241391… 4/6
In honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, the Asian Pacific American
Student Association (APASA), one of the largest and most active clubs on
campus, hosted the inaugural Night Market on April 27 along with
approximately 20 other clubs and organizations. The theme of the event, which
took place during De La Salle Week, was “No Limits on Food, Entertainment, &
Fun.” Students came together to celebrate by tabling, selling or giving away
food, playing games, and enjoying various other fun activities. APASA's ube
waffles (ube, a purple yam, is a staple of Filipino cuisine) and ice cream
eventually sold out due to popular demand.
This Week on Campus
Events
5/14 39th Annual Gael Golf Classic
5/16 Pet Therapy at the Stress Management Fair
5/16 Your First 90 days on the Job
5/16 Ryan Coogler in conversation with Professor Rosemary Graham
5/16 Leadership Open House
5/16 One Acts Performance: Under 30 - A Festival of One Acts
5/16 Eucharistic Adoration in the Brother's Chapel
5/17 Lavender Graduate Celebration (LGBTQIA+ Community)
5/17 Choir Send-Off Concert: South Africa
5/18 Senior Recital by Evelyn Rumsby
5/19 Asian & Pacific Islander Graduate Celebration (API)
5/19 SMC MFA Alumni Party
5/20 Student-Led Mass at SMC Chapel
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5/24 Black Graduate Celebration
5/25 Latinx Graduate Celebration
5/26 Undergraduate Commencement Ceremony
5/27 Graduate Commencement Ceremony
 
 
More Events | Student Organizations Activities
Religious Services
Sunday Mass in the Chapel. View the schedule.
De La Salle Reflection
For the week of May 14.
Go Gaels
GAEL Spotlight | Noah McDermo 
 
Noah McDermott, a senior on Saint Mary’s track and field team, has been a top
runner all season long. After breaking his own school record in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase he will make his way to the NCAA West Preliminary
Championship meet.
Did You Know?
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Safety Tip from Environmental Health and Safety
In accordance with California requirements, Saint Mary's College is
providing this Asbestos Notice to all occupants of buildings where known or
presumed asbestos-containing materials are present.
Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.
Major learning. Minor pretense.
